A work of beauty, and an inspiration to prayer
The Fleischmann T7iptych of the Holy Rosary (41” by 117”) has been offered to our

parish on long term loan (a loan of perhaps 10 year in the first instance).

TheTriptychofthe Holy Rosarywas carved in 1955 by Arthur Fleischmann KCSG FRBS
MD. It took three years to execute and was first exhibited in the Vatican Pavilion at the
World Expo in Brussels in 1958. One of his carvings entitled “The Resurrection” is in
the Modern Gallery of Artin the Vatican Museum. As Jonathon Voak writes in the cata-
logue to the exhibition of Fleischmann’s work held in Westminster Cathedral in 1991,
“Now more than ever, the inventiveness of Fleischmann is needed to hold our atten-
tion in a century when religious art has become periphery to artistic development.”

Arthur Fleischmann

Fleischmann had his studio and lived in one of the boundary streets to our parish
(although he worshiped at Quex Road). His work is well represented in churches
of our diocese, as well as in churches and other institutions throughout Europe

and beyond.
The Rosary Triptych is a key work by Arthur Fleischmann. The opportunity to

house it once more in a place of prayer and worship would, I think, both enrich
our church and provide the triptych with a worthy setting.

Before any decision is taken there are a number of matters to resolve, not least of
which are the requirements of the trustees of the Fleischmann Foundation regard-
ing the protection of the Triptych. Were the decision to be taken, at parish level,
to house the Triptch permission would still need to be sought from the Historic
Churches Committee, and it cannot be taken for granted that such permission
would be forthcoming.

Implications of accepting the loan

If the offer of a loan were to be accepted then the Triptych would probably be
mounted on the wall in the ‘devotional way’ which lies between the proposed new
font and proposed new reconciliation chapel, as shown on the plan provided with
this notice.

None of these matters would delay the refurbishment works presently underway.
It is true that if the Triptych were to be housed in the parish it would be most
convenient for it to be mounted during the present works, but it is not necessary
that this be achieved.

I would welcome your comments, in writing please, on the proposal that we accept

the kind offer from the Trustees of the long term loan of the Triptych.
Fr Allen
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